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Our 2023-24 Board of Directors

Chair: Marty Starnes, Hearing Officer, Gaston County Schools
Secretary: Debbie Windley, Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations, BAC
Treasurer: Luke Upchurch, Chief Development Officer, Gaston College

Members:
Pastor Dennis Boyce, Pastor of First Assembly of God Church
Amy Boyd, Community Supporter & Volunteer
Nancy Brogdon, Assistant Chief of Gastonia Police Department
Tonia Broome, Associate Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness, Gaston College
Tammy Chowdhury, Co-founder of the Remembering Austin Foundation
Clarence Fisher, Consultant & Sales Coach
Pastor Rodney Freeman, Pastor of Mount Zion Restoration Church
Angela Karchmer, Retired Director of Gaston County Social Services
David Masters, Business Owner - STAT Services
Laurel Morris, Retired Director of Gaston County Library
Anthony Powell, Retired Human Resource Director, Bridgestone
Jennie Stultz, Former Mayor of Gastonia

Barbara Yarbrough, Retired, Duke Energy

DCA is welcoming the following community leaders to our Board in 2024-25:
Locke Bell, Retired District Attorney
Peggy Blackburn, Community Supporter, Retired CaroMont Health

A Message From Our Board Chair, Marty Starnes

What an honor to be a part of the Dream Center Academy! On behalf of the Board of Directors, know that
we take great pride in being a part of this non-profit organigation. In our time together as a Board, we
have truly seen dreams come true for the graduating class of 2024. This has given our Board tremendous
momentum. Together, we are excited to strive toward achieving our overall strategic goals for DCA and to
reach our personal goals as Board members in 2025 as well! Dream Center Academy has been a life

changing experience for our students! ‘How powerful to invest in a student’s dream!
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Our Outcome
May 2024, 100% of Dream Center Academy’s first class graduated
college-career-ready!

Catawba College NC State University

Central Piedmont Community College =~ UNC Chapel Hill

Empire Beauty School UNC Charlotte

Gardner Webb UNC Greensboro

Gaston College Western Carolina

NC A&T University Winston Salem State University

NC Central University



INVEST IN THE DREAM

704-671-2254
Monday- Thursday
10:00am-6:00pm

635 South Myrtle School Rd.
Gastonia, NC 28052

dreamcenteracademy.com
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