














Our Financial Progress 

In July 2017, DCA opened and began offering out-of-school programming to our first class of rising 6th­
grade students. We have grown our program each year by adding a new class of 6th-grade students and 

expanding our programming to the next grade level. 

As our program has grown each year, our budget has grown accordingly, 
growing from $130,000 in 2017-18 to $730,060 in 2023-24. 

2023-2024 Expenses 

Personnel (Salaries, Taxes, Benefits) 537,1 8 

Purchased Services 

Supplies, Materials, Furniture, Equipment 
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Funds Raised in 2023-24 

Grants and Fundraising 
15.5% 

Fundraising Events 
7.9% 

Federal Grant Funds 
51% 

Contributions and Donations 



Our Major Donors in 2023-24 
of$2,500+ 
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~ FIDELITY CharitableSM DavidandSonokoBarnard 
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Locke and Mary Robin Bell 
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The David Bellc Cannon Foundation 
Tracy and Cindy Burgess 
John and Jennifer Church 
First Presbyterian Church 

Nazrul and Tammy Chowdhury 
Daniel and Jean Cotter 

The Efird Family 
First Gaston Foundation 
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Bill and Annabelle Kelly 
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Jim and Laurel Morris 
Taylor Moton 

Joe and Tracee Pearson 
Tete Pearson 
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Ronnie and Marty Starnes 
Genetta Sprouse 

Torrence Family Fund 
Pamela Warlick 

Withers and Whisenant Funeral Home 
Barbara Yarbrough A"" 
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Our 2023-24 Board of Directors 

Chair: Marty Starnes, Hearing Officer, Gaston County Schools 
Secretary: Debbie W"mdley, Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations, BAC 

Treasurer: Luke Upchurch, Chief Development Officer, Gaston College 

Members: 
Pastor Dennis Boyce, Pastor of First Assembly of God Church 

Amy Boyd, Community Supporter & Volunteer 
Nancy Brogdon, Assistant Chief of Gastonia Police Department 

Tonia Broome, Associate Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness, Gaston College 
Tammy Chowdhury, Co-founder of the Remembering Austin Foundation 

Clarence Fisher, Consultant & Sales Coach 
Pastor Rodney Freeman, Pastor of Mount Zion Restoration Church 

Angela Karchmer, Retired Director of Gaston County Social Services 
David Mastera, Business Owner - STAT Services 

Laurel Morris, Retired Director of Gaston County Library 
Anthony Powell, Retired Human Resource Director, Bridgestone 

Jennie Stultz, Former Mayor of Gastonia 
Barbara Yarbrough., Retired, Duke Energy 

DCA is welcoming the following community leaders to our Board in 2024-25: 

Locke Bell, Retired District Attorney 
Peggy Blackburn, Community Supporter, Retired CaroMont Health 

A Message crroni Our 1Joard Chair, Marty Starnes 

What an honor to-be a part of the 'Dream Center Academy,! On behalf of the 1Joard of 'Directors, know-that 
we take great pride in being, a part of this non-profit organi:J-Cllion. 1n our time together as a 1Joard, we 
have truly seen dreams come true for the graduating, class of 2024. '11tis has given our 1Joard trenl£1U:.U)US 
momentum. T og,ethu, we are excited to-strive toward achieving, our overall strategic goals for 'DCA and to­

rerun our personal goals as 1Joard nwnbers in 2025 as well! 'Dream Center lka.d£tny, has been a life 
changing, experwtee for our students! 'I-low-powerful to-invest in a student's dream! 



Our Outcome 
May 2024, 100% of Dream Center Academy's first class graduated 

college-career-ready! 

Catawba College 
Central Piedmont Community College 
Empire Beauty School 
Gardner Webb 
Gaston College 
NC A&T University 
NC Central University 

NC State University 
UNC Chapel Hill 
UNC Charlotte 
UNC Greensboro 
Western Carolina 
Winston Salem State University 



INVEST IN THE DREAM 

Volunteer 

Make an impact in 
our community 

704-671-2254 
Monday- Thursday 
10:ooam-6:oopm 

635 South Myrtle School Rd. 
Gastonia, NC 28052 

dream.centeracademy.com 

Join Our 
Team 

Join our team of 
diverse individuals 

Sponsor A 
Scholar 

Invest in our 
students and 
become an 

influence in their 
success 

Donate 

Help Gaston County 
students have the 

tools and resources 
they need 


